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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 June 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1, 7, 22-27, 29-34,37, 39, 41-49, 51,52 and 57-65 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 52,58 and 59 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1. 7. 22-27. 29-34.37. 39. 41-49. 51.57. 60-65 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Art Unit: 1625 

In view of a decision on the petition in the record on 6/09/2008, the examiner has 
decided to reopen the prosecution of the application. 

The Status of Claims : 

Claims 1, 7, 22-27,29-34,37,39, 41-49,51-52,57-65 are pending. 
Claims 1, 7, 22-27,29-34,37,39, 41-49,51,57, 60-65 are rejected. 
Claims 52, and 58-59 are allowable. 
Claim 7 is objected. 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 , 7, 22-27,29-34,37,39, 41 -49,51 -52,57-65 are under consideration in 
this Office Action. 

Priority 

2. It is noted that this application claims benefit of 60/404,178 filed on 8/16/2002; 
claims benefit of 60/404,202 filed on 8/16/2002. 

Drawings 



3. 



None. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
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In claim 7 , the phrase " the composition of claim 6 " is recited. This is improper 
because it depends on the rejected claim. Therefore,. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 7, 22-27,29-34,37,39, 41-49,51,57, 60-65, and their corresponding 
dependent claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 and 27, the phrase " the group consisting of divalent 
heteroaroamatic groups comprising only one heteroatom" is recited. This expression is 
vague and indefinite because the term " comprising " would mean that there are some 
additional components besides only one heteroatom; the skilled artisan in the art is 
unable to figure out what else is present in the divalent heteroaroamatic groups. 
Therefore,. Appropriate correction is required. 



In claim 43, the phrase " an anion having the following structure 
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R ,-N< R M\( > VO i(SQ»>R r €(0)-N{R 4 }-R, 

111 "and"R1,R2, R3, R4 

and R5 are a hydrogen and a carbon-containing group" are recited. 

These expressions are vague and indefinite because the variable R3 requires 
two bonds; and the hydrogen atom can not be used for the R3 since it has only one 
bond to shared with other groups. Therefore, an appropriate correction is required. 

The phrase "a carbon-containing group" is also vague and indefinite because the 
specification does not elaborate what is meant by the term "a carbon-containing group". 
It may mean that a compound contains carbon, but there are numerous contains 
carbons ; there is uncertainty as to what kind of "a carbon-containing group", can be 
suitable for the claimed invention. Therefore, an appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim*** rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over ***. 



1 . Claims 1 , 7, 22-27,29-34,37,39, 41-49,51 ,57, 60-65 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kaneko et al (JP08-030013). 

Kaneko et al discloses an image removal promoting solution containing the 
followings (see page 7, formula 3 and 4) : 
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R,i — X + — R* - (Id) 

I 

(Fox the inside of a formula, and X : aferoges or 
Lynn, arid R3-R6 are hydrogen, the aifcyi group 
of carbon numbers i-4 5 a hydrosyafc^radteEi 
and an alley! haSde radical) 

Furthermore, the formula (1-A) (docusate) is represented as a surfactant (see 



page 8 at the top). 



{ 1 -D) 
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(see page 8, lower middle) 
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(see page 8 , upper middle). 



Iti otdei to acqotre tfce remc al property of the 
good mi nation matte* passage 

of time, as for tlie amount of a hydroxide as 
shown by sad formula (2 -A) - (2-1), and 
alkamskmme. tt is deskable to be added to the 
number of mc . v c ouad so 

'that fcmay become 50% of the wa&t or more ( see page ! 1 > paragraph* 0010). 
However, the instant invention differs from the prior art in that a greater than 70 
wt % of the ionic liquid is present in the composition. 



With respect to the % difference in the composition, the passages in the prior 
art (see page 1 1 , paragraph* 0010) indicate that it seems reasonable to have a greater 
than 50 wt % of the ionic liquid depending on its usage. Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to the skilled artisan in the art to be motivated to adjust the concentration of the 
ionic liquid depending on its usage by routine experimentation. This is within the 
purview of the skilled artisan in the art . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Taylor Victor Oh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0689. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janet Andres can be reached on 571-272-0867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Taylor Victor Oh, MSD,LAC 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 1625 
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